
LESSON OVERVIEW

Students will explore the relationships between images and words by looking at illustrated children’s
books to see how illustrations and texts can relate to and strengthen one another. Students will choose
descriptive words or phrases from their journals and quick writes and create images that help communi-
cate their meaning.

LENGTH OF LESSON: One 45-minute session

KEY IDEAS THAT CONNECT VISUAL ARTS AND WRITING

� Images and illustrations can communicate ideas and express emotions.
� Words can be visual and can create pictures in your mind.
� Combining words and images thoughtfully can deepen their meanings.

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES

Students will:
Visual Arts and Writing
� Identify descriptive words
� Understand that descriptive words can bring images to mind
� Look at illustrated children’s books to see how images and words strengthen each other
� Create images that illustrate words they have written in their journals

FOR THE TEACHER

Select a dozen or more illustrated children’s books to show students as examples of the ways words and
images support each other. Try to find many different illustration styles and text designs to show students
the variety of options there are for combining words and images. Use the Children’s Book List on the ABC
website for ideas and ask your school or local librarian for additional help.

Select a short passage with lots of descriptive, visual words from one of the books to read to students.

SUPPLIES

� Student journals
� Student’s art exploration sheets, for reference
� Drawing tools: pencils, crayons, colored pencils, markers, watercolor paints, and brushes
� Drawing paper
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Colorful Words and Telling Images
How are words and images alike?9LESSON

http://www.artbookscreativity.org/resources.html
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LESSON 9 Colorful Words and Telling Images

VOCABULARY

Descriptive words describe how things feel, sound, taste, look, or smell in a way that creates vivid im-
ages in our minds.

INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN: OBSERVE, CREATE, AND REFLECT

Quick Write

Before beginning the lesson, give students a few minutes to respond to one of the following prompts:
� What are the five most interesting words you can think of?
� Describe the image created in your mind by the phrases “roller coaster” or “outer space.”

Introduction

Introduce this lesson by asking students what a visual word is. Do some words create vivid pictures in
their minds while others do not? What are some examples of visual or “juicy” words? Ask students if they
think the following words are juicy and, if not, have students replace the original words with other words
that are more visual: cold, loud, nice, squishy, and good. What images do these words bring to mind?
Choose a food (pizza, mango, cauliflower) or a place (home, bus, cafeteria) and ask students to come 
up with visual words to describe it. How do these words help them “see” what is being described?

Tell students they will explore how images and words work together to communicate and create images
that express the meaning of words, phrases, or sentences they have written.

Observe: Look and Discuss

Read the passage you selected from an illustrated children’s book to students. Do not show them the 
illustrations. To help them concentrate on the story and to visualize the scene and action taking place,
ask students to close their eyes as they listen. Read the passage again and then ask some students to
describe what they “saw” as you read. Which words from the passage were most descriptive or visual?
Show students the illustration in the book so they can see how the illustrator imagined the scene. How 
do the students’ visions compare to each other’s and to the illustrator’s? Are they similar or different?

Give students some time to look through the illustrated books borrowed from the library and to see the
many ways words and images can work together. Point out some examples you think are interesting and
ask students to share any they find that they especially like.

Create: Word Images

Give students a few minutes to look through their journals and quick writes. Have each student choose a
word, phrase, or sentence they think is “juicy.” Students can either circle the words or copy them down
on a clean sheet of paper to refer to as they work on their illustrations.
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LESSON 9 Colorful Words and Telling Images

Have students decide which art materials they will work with. To create an image for the words or 
sentences they chose, they can begin with a quick, preliminary sketch or they can begin creating their
final illustrations. The illustrations can be realistic or abstract. Have students look at the words while they
work to make sure the images express the words’ meaning or feeling.

Suggest that students include the words somewhere on the page. They can refer back to the illustrated
books for different ways the text can be placed on the page.

Reflect

When students have finished, display their work in the classroom and give them a few minutes to look at
each other’s images. Ask a few students to explain how their images and words relate. Ask other students
to make observations about their classmates’ work. Have students use sentence stems when talking
about each other’s work, for example, “I notice …” or “I wonder …”

LESSON EXTENSION: IDEAS FOR STUDENTS WHO WANT TO WRITE OR 
DRAW MORE

� Choose a juicy word and illustrate the word itself so that it helps communicate the meaning. 
For example, the word “juicy” could be made to look like it was made out of fruit and dripping juice.
� Create a visual poem. A visual poem is one in which the arrangement of words on the page helps 

convey the poem’s message; the arrangement can be as important as the meaning of the words. Write
a short poem and arrange the words on the page in way that expresses the meaning of the poem.
� Write about a memorable meal using as many descriptive words as you can.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




